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 Christ our Servant Saviour 

Psalm 67 

Romans 15:7-13 

In chapters 14 and 15 so far we are reminded of the importance of having a charitable attitude 

towards one another for the sake of Christ. Who are we to reject those whom Christ has 

accepted? Paul stressed this partly because the church at Rome consisted of Jews and 

Gentiles who had differences of opinion on issues such as feast days and the eating of meat 

offered to idols. There were the strong who allowed themselves liberty over such things and 

there were weak who had scruples over them. 

So Paul pleads for charity. Don’t judge or make a brother or sister stumble on account of 

scruples over matters which are not so clear in scripture. The kingdom of God is not about 

food or drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” …and … If Christ 

accepts us then we must also accept one another without making an issue over minor matters. 

Here in verse 7-13 Paul provides two more great reasons for Christians to have the most 

charitable attitude towards one another  

1. The first being the servanthood of Christ. In verse 8 Paul wrote “For I say that Christ 

has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the 

promises given to the fathers.”  

In the Scriptures the title servant was often used to describe the nation Israel or distinguished 

servants of the Lord such as the Patriarchs, Moses, and the king’s especially King David. The 

book of Isaiah also contains the  well-known servant songs in Isaiah 42, 49 and the one we 

should all know about Isaiah 53 depicting the suffering servant who is , ultimately, Jesus 

Christ.  

Though Jesus is Lord of all, he became a servant.  Matthew 20:28 says “the Son of Man did 

not come to be served but to serve and give his life as a ransom for many.” Jesus service was 

seen in his tireless work of healing, encouraging, teaching  and blessing the many thousands 

who flocked to him. It was very clearly seen in his washing his disciples feet . The highest 

expression of Christ as servant was seen in the cross. He who had no sin became sin for us 

that we might become the righteousness of God.  

Notice here that Paul describes Jesus as the servant of the circumcision. By this Paul meant 

that Jesus was born under the law and ministered to the Jews. He didn’t go out and preach 

among the Gentiles. He knew that “he was sent to the lost sheep of Israel” according to 

Matthew 15:24.  

However and this is the crucial thing Paul is saying here, though Christ’s ministry was to the 

Jews the effect of his ministry wasn’t confined to the Jews. Paul adds “and for the Gentiles to 

glorify God for his mercy.”  

In the Old testament and during Christ’s ministry to the Jews the  Gentiles were always in 

view  and to prove that point Paul quotes several Old Testament passages.  

From Psalm 18,” Therefore I will give praise to you among the Gentiles.”                                                     

From  the Song of Moses in Deuteronomy 32,  “Rejoice O Gentiles with his people.”                          
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And from Isaiah 11 In him (that is Immanuel) shall the Gentiles hope.”                                                    

So Paul made it clear that God always has the redemption of the Gentiles in view and that the 

truth about the Messiah as a servant to the Jews was also mercy to the Gentiles and therefore 

Christ was a servant to them both. So given the tensions that existed between Jews & 

Gentiles in Paul’s day he provided the church with strongest reasons for accepting one 

another as brothers and sisters in Christ.   The Gentiles ought not despise Jewish Christians 

for their attachment to the old familiar ways of preparing kosher foods and keeping feast 

days. And the Jews ought not despise the Gentiles for taking liberties over such things.  

Both Jews and Gentiles are included in the promises of God.  Abraham was to be the father 

of many nations and through him all the nations of the world would be blessed.  

Did Paul practice what he preached? Paul was on his way to Jerusalem to tell the Jewish 

church how the Gentiles were embracing the gospel and he hoped that he would be well 

received, but as it tuned out the reception wasn’t so good so Paul tied hard to identify with 

the Jews as much as possible by taking the Nazarite vow. What Paul reminds readers of here 

about Christ being a servant was also seen in Paul’s own example.  This is what he wants his 

readers in the Roman churches to understand. Don’t make such a fuss about inconsequential 

matters. Serve one another instead. 

There are people in Wanganui who believe in Jesus who are different from us. Sometimes 

they come along to church with us but don’t really understand why we take such care over 

supervising the Lord’s table, or why we have a more traditional worship service with a 

structured liturgy and so on. It doesn’t mean we’re wrong in doing what we do but what Paul 

is saying here is don’t judge one another! Accepts one another in Christ who came to be a 

servant a foot washer even! Imitate him.  

This was Paul’s attitude. His maxim was to try and be all things to all people for the sake of 

Christ.  1 I Corinthians 9:19 Pauls wrote “Though I am free from all men I have made myself 

a slave to all that I may win more. To the Jew I became a Jew,… to those without the law as 

without the law. I do all things for the sake of the gospel.”  

Here in Romans 15 we are urged to have that same charitable attitude. Serve one another  

because Christ has served you.    

2. A second reason is; do it for the glory of God. We come to verse 9 where it says  “So 

that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy”  and also verse 11, “that the Gentiles might 

praise the Lord.”  

When we receive a stranger graciously  and charitably we are doing what God would have us 

do  and what the Lord Jesus did when he healed the Syro-phonecian’s daughter or the Roman 

Centurion’s slave. Even just Christ’s gracious demeanour made all the difference to the 

Romans Centurion who  stood at the foot of the cross and made that declaration “Truly this 

was the Son of God”. Christ’s  gracious person and work  elicited praise to God from the 

mouths of Gentiles as the prophets of old predicted and in Jesus and Paul’s day that  was just 

the very beginning;  the thin edge of the wedge as they say.  How many more Billions of 

Gentiles haven’t glorified God on account of the saving work of Christ? . 

How did the Christians in Rome glorify God? 
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 One of the first things they did was not only sing the songs of scripture but they began 

composing hymns set to music  1 Timothy 3:16 is widely thought to be one of the earliest 

examples of that. And it wasn’t just in their songs of praise but they also gave glory to God 

with their lives. For example the early Christians refused to worship the Roman emperors as 

though they were gods. They lived morally upright lives which were offensive to their 

morally licentious neighbours.  According to the 2
nd

 century philosopher Pliny’s report to 

emperor Trajan, Christians bound themselves by a solemn oath not to do any wicked deeds, 

never to commit fraud, theft or adultery and never to falsify their word or deny a trust  when 

called upon to deliver it.”  Another pagan observer the Greek physician Galen observed that 

Christians practised self-control in matters of food and drink and in their pursuit of justice 

attaining a pitch not inferior to that of genuine philosophers.” Christians also practiced a 

morality which condemned the common Roman practices of abortion, infanticide abandoning 

infants, suicide, homosexual practices and the degradation of women.  

Now we know that if it wasn’t for Christ we would have been just like the rest.   Paul says as 

much in 1 Corinthians 6. There he lists the vices of the unrighteous and then writes;  and such 

were some of you! But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name 

of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the spirit of our God.”  

We have received mercy and made righteous by the servant king.  

Christ’s righteousness has become ours. Therefore we are numbered among those Gentiles 

who glorify God for his mercy; who give praise to God along with all those who are saved. 

This is according to Paul is another reason to have a charitable attitude towards brethren with 

whom we may have differences. It glorifies God! 

In fact this can work both ways. When the glory of God becomes our chief end or primary 

focus in life as it ought to be then isn’t it also true that often any little differences we might 

have pale into insignificance and even fall away. 

 Because we know,….. that it doesn’t give glory to God to not be reconciled to a brother or 

sister in Christ. It doesn’t glorify God to have a judgmental attitude over one minor matters. 

Neither does it glorify God to give offence by taking liberties. 

The righteousness given to us by Christ brings glory to God and then so does our charity and 

our bearing with each others weaknesses give glory to God 

3. That brings us to the final thing and that is Paul’s concluding prayer which is;   

Verse 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit 

Notice here that the word believing or faith is included   

Do you trust  God’s word to you here in Romans 14 & 15?  

Will you do what it says?  

Will you accept the one who is weak in faith or the one who takes more liberty. Will you stop 

being judgmental and leave matters of judgement to the Lord and to God’s authorized 

representatives , the session when necessary? Will you accept those who are different from 
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you and not talk about them but talk to them in a way that builds them up?  It says in verse 3  

that “Christ never pleased himself but took our reproach from us.”   

To reproach is to impute blame on someone. It kinda goes like this. “You know so and so, 

he’s no good because he did this or she said that.  According to our old sinful nature we love 

to blame others if only to make ourselves look better.   But you know all of the blame that we 

deserve for all of our nasty sins was placed on Christ. He willingly accepted the blame and 

paid the penalty for that sin!  

God has acted most charitably towards us. He has accepted us so let us accept one another 

lets trust God at his word and do what it says. 

Because, and this is what Paul is saying in his doxology when we do then the God of hope 

will fill us with joy and peace and overflowing hope through the Holy Spirit.  

In other words the means of filling,  the means by which we experience joy and peace  is 

through trusting in God.  The more we have faith in God and that includes living out our 

faith, the greater our joy; the greater our peace  and the more we experience this hope  which 

the Bible calls in Hebrews 6:19 “the anchor of the soul”.  

So as we practice our faith by doing what God calls us to do here in Romans 14 & 15 by 

accepting one another as Christ accepts us , by being charitable towards one another and not 

being judgmental, we are filled with joy and peace and hope. 

The more we grow in grace and charity,….the more we experience the power of the Holy 

Spirit working in our lives.  

Paul says as much in Philippians 2:12 where he says “work out your salvation with fear and 

trembling”. that’s the living faith part, and then he says, “for it is God who wills and works in  

you for His good pleasure.”   That’s the work of the Holy Spirit enabling strengthening, 

sanctifying  his elect.  

So in his becoming a servant for our sakes Christ glorified God. For the joy set before him he 

scorned the shame of the cross for our sakes. 

As those who are saved by grace God calls us to have that same attitude or service and 

charity towards our neighbours and each other  

When we do we also glorify God and God rewards that with peace and joy and abundant 

hope  

Amen.  

 


